Against the Grain
Volume 27 | Issue 4

Article 27

2015

Briefly Noted
Bryan Dillon
College of Charleston, bryandillon3@gmail.com

Follow this and additional works at: https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/atg
Part of the Library and Information Science Commons
Recommended Citation
Dillon, Bryan (2015) "Briefly Noted," Against the Grain: Vol. 27: Iss. 4, Article 27.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.7145

This document has been made available through Purdue e-Pubs, a service of the Purdue University Libraries. Please contact epubs@purdue.edu for
additional information.

Briefly Noted
Column Editor: Bryan Dillon (Volunteer, College of Charleston) <bryandillon3@gmail.com>
Common Phrases…and the
AMAZING STORIES Behind Them

— by Max Cryer (ALA Editions, 2010) —
Words are perpetually taken for granted, and
through them the English language has been
in a state of constant evolution. Max Cryer
knows this and seeks to rectify this error in
this fascinating, easy-to-read, phrase history.
It’s hard to put down due to how intriguing
the information therein is. One can likely
flip open to a random page and still see a new
tidbit of information. Mr. Cryer also made the
important decision for accessibility; there is
nothing difficult to read, and it’s enjoyable to
read all of it.

Song of my Life — by Harry Mark
Petrakis (University of South Carolina Press,
2014) — While not a name that gets an instant recognition, Harry Mark Petrakis has
been an indispensable voice in the world of
Greek American literature. In this book, his
most recent memoir, he seeks to look back in
depth on the life he has lived in its entirety.
It is important to note that he glosses over
nothing. From his nasty gambling addiction to
his impulsive near suicide, he makes no apologies for himself but owns up to them. Even
to one unfamiliar with his long bibliography,
Petrakis’ story is a gripping read.
Library and Information Science: A Guide to Key Literature and Sources — by Michael

F. Bemis (ALA Editions, 2014) — This book
is more of a catalog than anything else, not
that it’s a bad thing. However, it only grazes
the subject matter itself, instead opting to
direct you, the reader, to places you could
get the information that you are looking for.
Outside of that complaint, it’s still needed,
since without the information at hand, it
might not have ever been seen. This book is
a bit of a niche material, but it’s well made
for what it offers.

Nobody Owns the Moon: The
Ethics of Space Exploitation
— by Tony Milligan (McFarland, 2015) — As
more of the universe is explored, it becomes
clearer how many planets there are. With the
new worlds comes the almost certain guarantee
that life will be found somewhere. Thus a truly
important question is raised, and that is what
the human position in the universe is. Milligan
seeks to shed some light on the ethics of this
once fantastical quandary. He tackles it headon showing that, while we as humans may feel
as though we have a right to self-preservation,
we need to be weary of the life we encounter
when we get there. There is an underlying
current of caution that not many would seek to
approach, but for Mr. Milligan it’s of the utmost
importance: we Earthlings are not inherently
the most important beings in the universe.
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Scholarly Publishing and
Research Methods — by Victor

C.X. Wang (Information Science Reference,
2015) — Mr. Wang’s collection is a wonderfully
in-depth look into ways for the academically
inclined to further their research. It breaks
down different methods, in a way that makes
one feel as though it is impossible not to learn
something new with each chapter read. There
is, in fact, no aspect of academic research that
is not touched on at least once in this book.
That being said, its in-depth look into academic
research and getting published was clearly
designed for only a specifically inclined group
of people and may be a bit difficult to get into
unless one is already deeply into academic
research. A must read for grad students in the
midst of their studies.

Digi t a l L ib r a r i e s a n d
Information Access edited —

by G.G. Chowdhury and Schubert Foo (NealSchuman, 2012) — While the use of digital
search engines has seen a steady growth since
the Internet became a common thing, some still
find it difficult to get the engines to find what
they are truly looking for. The editors of this
book understand that and have found many
references to help alleviate that problem. This
book also includes an in-depth breakdown of
a variety of search problems, and offers ideas
on how to make the engine work better for the
user. This book is a useful reference for any
information desk.

Introduction to Information
Science — by David Bawden and Lyn Rob-

inson (Neal-Schuman, 2012) — While many
may look at the local librarian and think the job
looks easy, these authors can tell you it isn’t.
This book gives the entire Information Science
discipline an in-depth overview. It also shows
that there are multiple facets within the job
description, covering both the daily interactions
as well as the behind-the-scenes work that is
also needed. Extending from the overview that
it isn’t easy is the book’s other point: there is a
lot to do with a degree in Information Science.
Definitely a book to be read by anybody looking
to get into the field.

The Librarian’s Legal Companion for Licensing Information Resources and Services

— by Tomas Lipinski (Neal-Schuman, 2013)
— Many may not realize it, but as guardians of
intellectual property rights, the law is a subject
that all librarians should be up to scratch on.
Lipinski’s textbook is a useful piece to have in
that it covers all the various ways copyright
law intersects with the day-to-day life of a
library. The text covers all areas of concern as
well as talks about areas that many may have
never considered. If there has been a point of
uncertainty about whether or not a law has been
broken, this book will sort it out.
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